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1. Czeerouslovak and Hungirl:n experts rnave been vialking about the visit of
cervaln Swiss @/p erts to the Dinube-Black Sez Canal, on invitation of the
Soviet authorities. The Swiss engineers come to study the guestion whether
it was desirabl~ to continue work on the greav canal project, the purpose of wnioh
is to provide for the vital interests of general Soviet strategy~~-that 1is,
to make 1L possible for fcviet vessels of more than 15,000 tons to pass up
the Danube, inSo the vary heart of the Bslkens,

e Ine re Soviet _uachoarities. It
irdics 21 we s, in fect, wholly
unswit senc orders to the “"Council
Tor Mu c1c carnal constructlor,
The wet result w-s o cf the eansl project. The
Ewn ihe-Black Sea “0"‘ up~-0fflcizlly. But the work 1is

vielding, bit by t1iz,

surprising that the workers show little enthusiasm
has always veen colled Deati: Canul by the men

S

5. There is no coubt tha
of the Leotrujs., Tt 1s <
2and proceed slowly; for tre foo
who setually do the work, renhermore, the five-year contract period will saer
nhave expilred, 2ul no M facts really esplain the sudden abandonmaent
off tre canal projzet by the Soviets, nor She summsry condemnatlor: cf cerind-
englnecrs., Nelther ccex 1% explsin why cthe great majerity of the foresd laborer:
on fre eanzl heve row Yery sskern o Alud, vhich thus tecomes & Yprigen-clty tyvalt

£ 1t 15 rough terrsin, consisting moctly of the rock
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4, Together with the Danube-Black Sea Canal, the Soviets are also losing
enthusiasm for, or even forgetting, the great Hydro-Centrals, which
were to be created at Ovidiu I, Ovidiu II, and Poarta-Alba. It 1s odd
that this|lndifference to the great Soviet projects in Rumania coincides
with work “onn the Turimen Canal and other engineering projects of the same
sore.

5. Rumanian political observers see in all this a sudden about-face in the
Moscow Politbureol!s policy, following the death of Stelin--an abandonment
of gigantic plans to "transform Nature," in favor of "the Creation of
Soviet Man."

6. Practical experience on the canal demonstrates the falsity of Soviet propa-
ganda a2bout the excellence of Soviet machinery, "machinery unique in the
world." Experts have seen Soviet machines, including Soviet tractors,
swiftly turn $o =crap iron because of their inferior quality. Furthermore,
Prague and Csepel machinery, repainted and given Scviet labels, constitute
part of the materiel ¥"sent" from the Soviet Union. The real Soviet excavating
machines, with long srms, showed themselves helpless before Dobruja granite.
Electric drills and dynamite had to be used. Eventually, the German Henschel
factorles sent some excavating machines that really could be used, to promote
the "victory of Socialist construction." The entire propaganda regarding the
superiority of Soviet mschinery has turned out tc be merely one enormous bluff,
8o far as anything sent to the Danube-Black Sea Canal 1s concerned.

7. Experience with scientiflc theoretical work for the cenal indicates further
Soviet falsification, regarding the copyright of the American, British, French,
and German scientific books used. These were adapted or translated into the
Russian language, The translators then claimed the ideas and discoverles 1in
these books as their own progeny.

8. These translations and adaptations were, in fact, made by the Adminilstration
and Surveillance Section. The sesretariat of this section has a special trans-
latior bureau, which often has employed Rumanians qualified in the appropriate
languages.

In view of &1l this, and especislly in view of Moscow!s changed policy, it is
now extremely indiscreet to say anything about the Danube-Black Sea Canal,
anywnere 1in Rumenia.,
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